PREDICABLES-----PREGNANCY.

forma one of the peculiar characteristics of
the Calviaistic theology; the question is left
an open one by the Anglican Church, and
also by the Roman Catholic Church since
the Reformation.

Predicables, in logic, are terms affirm-
able, as predicates, of other terms. The
predicables are said to be five: genus, spe-
cies, difference, property, and accident. The
first two name the higher and lower classes
of the things classified: a genus includes
more than one species. The other three
express the attributes on which the classifi-
cation is founded.

Predicament.   See Category.

Predicate.   See Logic, Quantification.

Pre-existence, DOCTEINE OF, the doctrine
sometimes maintained that the soul of every
man has an existence previous to that of his
body. This opinion was very prevalent in
the East, and was held by several Greek
philosophers, more especially by the Pytha-
goreans, Empedocles, and also apparently
by Plato. A similar doctrine has found
some countenance in Christian times as an
explanation of the union of soul and body.
In favour of this theory appeal is made to
these peculiar sensations which are some-
times raised by sights or sounds, which we
feel conscious of having had a former fami-
liarity with, though reason would persuade
us we had seen them for the first time. The
doctrine is supported by some modem Ger-
man philosophers, particularly the younger
ITichte.

Preset (pra-fa; L. prafectus), the title of
an important political functionary in France,
whose office was created in 1800 at the in-
stance of Napoleon. There is a pre*fet at
the head of each department, who is intrusted
with the whole organization and manage-
ment of the police establishments; but not
with the punishment of police offences.
Within this sphere of action the presets are
unchecked; the sous-pre'fets, who are ap-
pointed by them, and who stand at the head
of the districts, are entirely subject to their
commands; and the authorities of the com-
munes, as well as the justices of the peace,
can set no limits to their activity. In time
of tumult they can call out the military, or
provisionally declare a state of siege. The
council of the prefecture is a court in which
are settled all disputes respecting the taxa-
tion of individuals, engagements with the
state for building, the indemnification of
those who have had to give up anything to
the public, &c. Of this court the preset is
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president, and in it he has a casting-rote.
The appeals against its decisions lie to the
council of state.
Pregnancy, the state of a female who is
with child. It lasts in the human subject
from 274 to 280 days; that is to say, that
time should elapse from the moment of con-
ception to the time of birth. Among the
earliest signs of pregnancy are the stoppage
of the monthly discharge, and sickness,
usually felt in the early part of the day,
and thus called 'morning sickness.' The
latter usually begins about the fourth or
fifth week, and may last all the time, but
often diminishes in course of the fourth
month. Changes in the breast are evident
during the second month, the nipple be-
coming more prominent, and the dark circle
round it being deeper in tint by the ninth
week, little elevated points in it being more
marked. Towards the fourth month en-
largement of the belly becomes noticeable,
and continues to increase regularly till de-
livery takes place. About the sixteenth or
seventeenth week quickening occurs; that
is, the mother becomes aware of move-
ments of the child. None of these signs
are, however, absolutely conclusive, as vari-
ous conditions may give rise to similar signs
or signs resembling them. The only con-
clusive evidence is the detection of the
bounds of the child's heart, heard by ap-
plying the ear to the belly of the mother,
midway between the navel and the line of
the groins, a little to the right or left of the
middle line. They may be detected about
the eighteenth week. During pregnancy
women should take regular meals of plain,
nourishing food, avoiding rich and highly-
seasoned dishes, and should restrain un-
wholesome cravings, which sometimes exist.
Gentle but regular and moderate exercise
should be engaged in, all undue exertion,
effort, and fatigue being avoided. Clothing
should be warm, woollen next the skin, and
noiohere tiylit. Prudence in baths must be
exerciaed, too hot or too cold water being
avoided, and the bowels must be kept well
regulated, only the mildest medicine being
used. Above oJl a calm and equable frame
of mind should be cultivated, and there
should be no hesitation in asking advice
of the doctor.
Pregnancy,CONCEALMENT OF, inScots law,
was originally made a crime in 1690 by sta-
tute, and punishable with death, as described
in Sir Walter Scotf s novel The Heart of
Midlothian. In 1809 the punishment was
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